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Gage's Canadian Dict ionary respect ive ly :  The  American d ic t ionary  
g ives  b o t h  the  t radi t ional  meaning o f  t he  wo rd  and  i t s  newer (and  
some would say, incor rec t )  meaning which i s  synonymous w i t h  
' for tunate, '  w i thou t  comment. The  B r i t i s h  d ic t ionary  g ives simply the  
t rad i t iona l  meaning and  makes no  reference t o  the  newer one. The  
Canadian d ic t ionary,  though it does n o t  legit imize the  newer meaning, 
expla ins how the mistake came t o  be  made, and  suggests cer ta in  
contexts in which it migh t  be  allowable. 
I n  sp i te  o f  these s l i gh t  def iciencies ( f rom a Canadian po in t  o f  
v iew),  the book on the  whole is a good one. I t  does not, because it 
cannot, o f f e r  any  de f in i t i ve  answers t o  t he  questions o f  what  exac t l y  
composition is, how it should be  researched o r  how it should be  
taught .  B u t  it does serve t o  shed some l ight ,  and  it may even he lp  
t o  reconci le some o f  the  wa r r i ng  fact ions. 
Reviewed b y :  Chr is t ine  T. Masou Suther land 
Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Calgary 
Boynton, Phi l  Ross and  Doreen Boynton, 
Sweepers in the  Co r r i do r s  o f  Power: 
Canadian Broadcast Journalism. 
(Toronto:  Bu t te rwor ths ,  1986). 
Th i s  book seeks t o  fill a number o f  funct ions as a pract ica l  t e x t  f o r  
broadcast journal ism students. Focusing on news and  touching on 
documentaries, it o f fe rs  advice on  research and  wr i t i ng ,  in te rv iew ing  
and  l is tening,  newscast s t r u c t u r i n g  and  reading, camera angles and  
l igh t ing ,  par t ic ipat ion in news conferences and  pol i t ical campaigns, 
and  ef fect ive video story- te l l ing.  Beyond these sk i l ls ,  the  au thors  
consider some o f  the  ethical and  legal aspects o f  ga ther ing  and  
repo r t i ng  the  news. Pa r t l y  s t r uc tu red  in workbook format, a number 
o f  use fu l  exercises are p rov ided  in the  back o f  the  volume. The  
s ty le  o f  w r i t i n g  i s  personal, casual, and  anecdotal; the  layout  o f  the  
book includes wide margins w i t h  p len t i fu l  bo l d  p r i n t  headings t o  a i d  
qu i ck  access t o  the  in format ion on "tape dubb ing  and  edit ing," o r  
"per forming on camera." 
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The  au thors  have extensive experience in rad io  and  television, 
pa r t i cu l a r l y  in news a n d  pol i t ical repor t ing .  T h e i r  fami l iar i ty  w i t h  
the  topics and  w i t h  teaching journal ism is ev iden t  in the  range o f  
in format ion p rov ided  and  the wel l -s t ructured a n d  sequenced chapters.  
The  book moves logical ly t h r o u g h  the  sk i l l  levels essential f o r  
beg inn ing  students,  ending w i t h  a considerat ion o f  the  more 
phi losophical concerns o f  news repor t ing .  Despite a l l  o f  th is ,  one 
wishes t ha t  one could be  more enthusiast ic  about  Sweepers in the  
Cor r idors  o f  Power. 
I have approached t h i s  book as a former college ins t ruc to r ,  
consider ing the  volume as a basic t e x t  f o r  a f i r s t  year  class in 
broadcast  journalism. The  au thors  have w r i t t e n  it f o r  s tudents 
coming i n t o  the  f ield, so t he i r  i n t en t  matches my perspective. My 
c r i t e r i a  f o r  a textbook would be  comprehensiveness, c l a r i t y ,  
accuracy, and  an  appropr iate amount o f  information, w i t h  a pract ica l  
and  unbiased presentat ion. Par t i cu la r l y  f o r  journal ism students,  
exemplary w r i t i n g  and  organizat ion mus t  be  mandatory c r i te r ia .  
Wr i t ing  i s  learned b y  wr i t ing--and b y  reading. A t e x t  t h a t  i s  l i ke l y  
t o  be  r e fe r r ed  t o  repeatedly  should be  c lear ly  wr i t ten .  
However, t h i s  volume reads l i ke  the t ranscr ibed  audiotapes o f  
30-minute lectures on  the mu l t i tude  o f  top ics inc luded.  The  language 
i s  repet i t ive,  r i dd l ed  w i t h  cl iches ( " r ap i d l y  b reak ing  s t o r y "  must  be  
used  50 times in 147 pages), and  the  grammar and  punctuat ion a re  
appal l ing.  If t h i s  weren ' t  a book meant f o r  journal ism students,  I 
m igh t  be  more lenient.  
As  an example, the  sentence " A  b i g  d i f f i cu l t y  f o r  s tudents i s  in 
determin ing whether  a col lect ive noun is s ingu la r  o r  p l u ra l  t o  ensure 
t h a t  t he  v e r b  agrees w i t h  it" (page 40) i s  found  as advice under  the  
heading o f  "Grammatical Errors."  The  metaphors a re  mixed; some 
ideas a re  repeated, whi le o thers  remain undeveloped. Reporters are 
advised t h a t  t hey  can be  qu i t e  f i rm  w i t h  pol i t ic ians--but  a re  g i ven  
l i t t l e  idea o f  what  "being f i rm" means o r  accomplishes, o r  how one 
would go  about  being f i rm.  I n  many addi t ional  cases, I wanted t o  
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ask the  au thor  how they  would suggest  the  task  be  accomplished. 
Later  i n  the book, it i s  recommended t ha t  the  journal is t  challenge the 
evasive in terv iew subject w i t h  t he  quest ion "Do you  expect people t o  
bel ieve t ha t? "  I have encountered many d i f f i cu l t  in terv iew subjects, 
b u t  few o f  them would have responded v e r y  cons t ruc t i ve ly  t o  t h a t  
challenge. T o  be  fair ,  many o f  the  procedures i n  the  volume are  
more re l iab le o r  detai led than  these two examples. What the  book 
needs before I would recommend i t s  use w i t h  s tudents is c r i t i ca l  
ed i t ing  and  carefu l  proofreading.  The  sentence " A  good tape ed i to r  
can use h i s  grease penci l  and  razor  blade t o  l i t t e r l y  (s ic)  p u t s  words 
i n  y o u r  mouth" s ign i f ied  less at tent ion t o  these tasks than  the  book 
requ i red .  
The  au thors1  pol i t ical biases a n d  inaccuracies con t r ibu te  t o  my 
concerns. Despite the  au thors1  admonitions about  fairness, we a re  
informed tha t  Robert  Stanf ie ld was much more pol i t ica l ly  experienced 
than  the  "ups ta r t  Trudeau" a n d  t ha t  t he  television coverage o f  
Watergate and  Vietnam was a negative, ra ther  than  posit ive, force. 
We are  to ld  t ha t  i n  t he  post  World War II era, the  Soviet Union 
"moved across Europe t o  annex states such as Poland, East Germany, 
Hungary ,  Estonia, and  Latvia, and  conver t  them to  the  communist 
system" (page 116) .  Television is presented as a medium o f  and  f o r  
the  powerfu l ,  and  the au thors  make no at tempt  t o  challenge th is .  
The  legit imacy o f  news conferences, o f  ce lebr i t y  interviews, o f  media 
coverage o f  Pierre Trudeau and  no t  t he  p ro tes to rs  against the  War 
Measures A c t  is no t  questioned. On the  o ther  hand, the  a t t i tude  t o  
demonstrat ions b y  special- interest g roups  i s  cynica l  and  caut ionary.  
F inal ly ,  wr i ters/newscasters a re  advised t o  avoid the name o f  the  
Greek pr ime min is ter  i f  they  a re  uncer ta in  about  i t s  pronunciat ion. 
However, o n  the same page, they  a re  to ld  t o  be  e x t r a  care fu l  when 
hand l ing  spor ts ,  as fans become i ra te  if t he  name o f  t he i r  favour i te  
p layers  i s  mispronounced. Sure ly  Papandreou deserves t he  same 
at tent ion as Vi tas Gerulait is.  
Reviewed b y :  Jud i t h  Tob in  
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